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Unemployment continues to 
spike as musicians become 
homeless, search for jobs 

By Taylor Sands | Staff writer 
The country’s unemployment rate continues 
to soar as former musicians turn from the 
beats to the streets. 
After nearly five years of world silence due to 
the sudden outbreak of Cessaudiri, the 
demand for music, both live and recorded, 
has simply ceased to exist, according to Viola 
Bass, former executive director for Capital 
Records. 
“It is truly a tragic time for our planet,” Bass 
signed. “Since the beginning of time, our 
ancestors have been making music in times 
of celebration, mourning, heartbreak. Now, 
it’s an industry that is, at this point, 
completely obsolete.” 
Indeed, world-wide hearing loss has forced 
nearly 5,000 individual artists and bands in 
the U.S. alone into unemployment. Unable to 
make music, many of these artists have 
realized that they have no other marketable 
skills, Bass signed. As a result, several 
hundreds have been pushed onto the streets 
of major U.S. Cities, including Nashville, Los 
Angeles and New York, to beg for spare 
coins. 
        “They have nowhere to go,” Bass 
signed. “The money that they made in their 
career is quickly running out, and their most 
important asset —the voice — is no longer of 
use.” 
       Dough Bankier, a chief economist for the 
World Bank, signed that these musicians, 
which make up about 2 percent of the 
country’s population, have been one of the 
major contributors to the sudden spike in the 
nation’s unemployment rate, which has 
jumped 18 percent since Cessaudiri’s initial 
outbreak. 
And, the future continues to look bleak, he 
signed. 
“I predict that, as their funds run low and their 
fame continues to wane, these individuals will 
make up the majority of our country’s welfare 
system. The question is, then, if the 
government has enough funds to act as 
charity for them.” 
Almost equally hard-hit have been music 
streaming sites and online stores, such as 
Spotify and iTunes. The difference, though, is 
that these companies have downsized from 
specializing in music to selling mainly 
subtitled movies and television shows, 
according to Bass. ...CONTINUED ON B2 

Cessaudiri Uncovered: A five-year battle for a cure 
CCS continues to search for cure and preventative measure, to no avail 

By Oliver 
Mann | Staff 
writer 
Scientists at the Center 
for Cessaudiri Study 
(CCS) continue to fight 
for a medical cure to 
prevent or reverse 
Cessaudiri, the disease 
that took the world by 
storm five years ago, 
leaving humans without 
the ability to hear. 
The virus, which can be 
passed quite easily by 
both bodily fluids and 
through the air, causes 
its host to experience 
an intense spell of 
vertigo, lasting for about two days, followed by a complete loss of hearing in both ears. Upon further 
examination and X-ray analysis, doctors discovered that the Celia hairs that line the ear canal are 
critically damaged, but they still have hope that with the right combination of medicines, some of the 
hearing may be able to be recovered in the future. 
“It’s a possibility, but we’re nowhere near to that reality, unfortunately,” said Earhart. 
History of the Virus 
The first case of Cessaudiri was first recorded in the city of Kampala, Uganda, in March of 2015, and 
quickly spread throughout the East African Country and into North America by the end of June that 
same year. Although many speculate that a small African parasite had carried the disease, the exact 
initial cause of contraction remains unknown. In a matter of months, the virus had infected an 
estimated 1 billion people, and had reached all civilized populations by the end of the year. Now, an 
approximate 6.9 billion people have been infected with Cessaudiri, and the outbreak does not have 
any sign of letting up anytime soon. ...CONTINUED AS “COVER FEATURE” ON B2 
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U.S., China fight for right to ‘World-wide 
official signed language’ 
By Rosie Baker | Contributing writer  
 Almost one year after the United Nations began discussions of a 
“World-Wide Official Sign Language,” they have announced that 
the prospective languages have been narrowed down to two 
finalists: American Sign Language and Chinese Sign Language.  
Although every country was allowed to nominate their own method of 

signing for consideration, the UN has ultimately narrowed down the field to two of the world’s superpowers: The 
United States and China. 
The official language, once indicted, will be the main form of communication used between world leaders, scientists 
and diplomats for the years to come, according to UN Spokeswoman Robin Peace. 
Peace, who signed in ASL, believes that having an official language that serves the entire planet will 
serve multiple purposes in this post-Cessaudiri era: 
“First,” she signed, “An official language will work to unify all countries during this time of change and 
distress. The abrupt and sudden transition from the spoken/heard word to the signed word will only 
ease the transition into a society that will no longer depend on sounds as a form of communication.” 
As the world has been without sound for nearly five years, many linguists believe the UN has made a 
major mistake in waiting five years to decide the planet’s official language...CONTINUED ON  B2 
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Music, CONTINUED FROM A1… 
Rosina Silk, 19, of Nashville, signed that 
before she lost the ability to hear five years 
ago, she had attended every single Taylor 
Swift concert the former country/pop star had 
ever had. Now, she sees her on the streets of 
Nashville. 
“She’s hardly recognizable,” the teen signed. 
“I see her sometimes, picking through the 
dumpster for scraps of food or shaking a 
coffee cup.  I see her mouth moving, like 
she’s trying to say something to me. Of 
course I can’t hear her.” 
Silk said that she does stop to spare a few 
coins, when she can. 
“Why wouldn’t I?” she signed. “After all, she 
was someone I used to look up to.” 
 Others, like Key Geetar, criticize 
the musicians for their seemingly inability to 
adapt to the current situation. 
 “They need to suck it up and start 
making smarter choices,” signed Geetar, a 
long-time resident of Austin, Texas, and 
former director of Austin City Limits. “Others 
have made it work, changed careers. If skills 
are no longer relevant, you learn new ones. 
You don’t mope around, wasting what funds 
you have made and becoming a charity case 
for those who have learned to adapt. “In the 
end, you do what you need to do to survive.” 

 
UN, CONTINUED FROM A1… However, 
Peace said that the reason discussions had 
been postponed this long is that scientists 
were hopeful the disease would be reversed 
by now, she signed. 
“But, unfortunately, that hasn’t happened yet, 
and we don’t have time to wait,” she signed. 
“We need to start making progress, and 
progress is not possible without 
collaboration.” 
CSL has several similarities to ASL. 
According to the Center for Cessaudiri Study 
(CCS), the sign that represents a word looks 
like its written character in that prospective 
language. For example, wrote Dr. Du Sine of 
Shanghai, the CSL sign for “apple” mimics 
what the written Chinese character for 
“apple.” 
The downside of declaring an official 
language, he signed, is whether the world’s 
leaders will take the time to learn another 
language completely, and then, in turn, the 
signs that accompany these written words. 
But he has faith the language will quickly 
catch on. 
“I think our world’s leaders will learn either 
ASL or CSL, whichever is deemd the ‘official 
language’ quite quickly,” he wrote. “After all, 
they don’t really have a choice.” 
The UN’s decision will be announced next 
Monday, and, due to a partnership with 
Rosetta Stone, tutorials will be free and 
available at any government agency for 
citizens who wish to learn.  

Three African Villages 
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The Aftermath 
Citizens learned of the virus from newspapers and close-captioning news-casts, according to 
Cessaudiri expert Bo B. Plague. 
“Everyone was immediately quarantined within their own homes,” he signed. “Hospitals were full. 
Urgent-care centers were packed to capacity. Once people started realizing that there was no 
treatment, that doctors really had no idea what to do, that’s when things really started getting bad.” 
For the next couple of years, the world’s major cities experienced hundreds of dangerous riots. 
“Property was damaged, people were killed all over the world,” signed Plague. “It was just awful. No 
one knew how to communicate with each other, so complete chaos just erupted. People were sad, 
angry, confused. Many people just decided to retreat into their homes. Others committed suicide. It 
was a terrible time for humanity.” 
Additionally, “white America” looked for a scapegoat, and landed on a group that is all too often 
oppressed: the blacks. 
“People saw it as, ‘You are the ones responsible for this, it came from your country,’ signed Plauge. “It 
didn’t matter if you were born in Uganda or San Francisco. If you were black, it was your fault.”  
The Government’s Response 
Former President Barack Obama and his cabinet, along with key members of Congress and several 
representatives from the United Nations convened in the Oval Office. Using an Instant Messenger 
program as a form of communication, they drew up an Emergency Plan and formed the “World 
Disease Reactive Committee,” made up of key players in the fields of medicine, science, politics and 
international relations. A press release was sent out to the media, and military troops were 
commanded to use all measures necessary to regain control. 
“It took a couple of years for everything to regain a sense of normality, if you could even call it that,” 
signed Plague. “Schools re-opened, but every form of communication was written. Even with the RSI 
(Rapid Signing Initiative), it took awhile for communication to jumpstart again.” 
 Who’s Affected?  
Everybody on the planet, save for a few primitive and indigenous Amazonian communities in South 
America, have been affected by Cessaudiri, with newborns a few isolated and indigenous communities 
as the only exception, according to Dr. Celia Earhart, head researcher for the CCS. 
“For the first couple of weeks of life, given that all necessary preventative measures have been taken 
to keep the infants in isolation, they will still have the ability to hear,” she signed. “It’s not until they 
leave the hospital and are exposed to the outside air when we see the ear’s nerve functions 
completely disappear.” 
Hospitals, laboratories and urgent care centers quickly installed negative pressure isolation rooms into 
their wards, and only specialists in heavy protective gear are allowed to handle newborns for the first 
few weeks of life. 
“The problems happen when the parents step in,” said Earhart. “Of course a mother carried a child for nine months 
and wants to take it home. At the end of the day, we have to relinquish the infants to them.” 
But before an infant is released from the hospital, she signed, parents must sign a consent form 
acknowledging that the child will contract the disease after leaving the hospital. 
“It’s incredibly sad,” she signed. “But parents would rather have a deaf child than give their child up to 
science. It’s not entirely surprising.” 
What makes Cesaudiri different from other infectious diseases? 
Unlike the Swine Flu epidemic of 2009 and the Ebola Outbreak in west Africa of 2014-2016, 
Cessaudiri  does not have the ability to be contained, according to Earhart. 
“Frankly, it spread too quickly for any public health department to be prepared,” signed Candi Caker, 
the director for infectious diseases at the New York City Public Health Department. “We didn’t know 
what it was, and we didn’t know how to advise our partners to prepare for it. It all happened so fast.” 
...CONTINUED ON B3 
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experience ‘strange spell’ of 
blindness 

New York Herald Staff Report | 

Three remote villages in Eastern Africa have reportedly a 
“strange spell of blindness, according to the CDC.  
The CDC knows no reason for the sudden onset of 
blindness, which has also infected five members of Doctors 
Without Borders. The CDC assures medical personnel in 
America that the transmission will be contained and is not a 
present threat to the country. 

_________________________________
_ 

Cover feature, continued… 
What is the latest research in prevention and control? 
“Several methods have been tested,” signed Earhart. “We’ve tried electric shock  and vibration 
therapy. Hearing Aids. Several combinations of chemicals and medicines once reserved for the 
elderly. Nothing has worked.”  
Additionally, billions of government dollars have been reserved for the establishment of a Cessaudiri 
vaccine to give to newborns. Other medical causes, once heavily funded with research grants and 
private donations, have taken a hit. 
“Cancer is the least of our worries right now,” signed Plague. “All funding to other medical causes has, 
pretty much, ceased to exist. It’s unfortunate, but we have bigger problems to deal with. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Q&A: Bono 
“I still haven’t found what I’m Looking For…” 

The Herald sat down with Bono, former lead singer for U2, to sign about life without music, the future, 
and the quest for purpose in a sound-less world. 

  
Q: You’ve been pretty quiet these past few years. What have you been up to lately? 
A: Yeah, I did an interview for Rolling Stone, you know, before it folded, right after Cessaudiri  first hit, 
but I’ve been trying to stay under wraps. I don’t know. When you’re not doing what you love anymore, 
what’s the point of staying in the spotlight, ya know? 
  
Q:Yes, it has definitely seemed to hit musicians hardest.  
A: Hell, yeah. I joined MA (Musicians Anonymous) when I first lost the hearing. It’s ironic, though, isn’t 
it? Most of the people at the group were past friends of mine. Springsteen, Costello, Sting. We were all 
there. I probably shouldn’t have told you that, but at this point I can’t really see that it matters. I don’t 
think anyone is under the false impression that we aren’t suffering as a result of this. 
  
Q: What have you done with all your old albums? 
A:Thrown them out. Burned them. What’s the point of them anyway? Albums were on the downhill 
when the disease hit, and with all the free music streaming sites were all the rage they weren’t worth 
much. But now, they aren’t worth a dime. 
  
Q: What sounds do you miss the most? 
A:The crunch of fall leaves, man. My kids laughing. My music, the chords of a guitar. I miss it all, all 
the time. But I try not to let it get to me. I see all these musicians on the streets,* begging for money, or 
becoming prostitutes and spending the last of their life’s earnings on drugs. I’m trying not to make that 
my scene. I’ve saved up, I’ve learned sign language, I’ve tried to move on. I still haven’t found the 
missing piece of the puzzle yet, but I’m searching. 

 

 
iPads, other forms of text-to-text devices, continues surge in sales 
By Alan Fischer | Staff writer  
 
Apple continues to break-records as it heads into it’s 250th week of steady growth. The iPhone, which has 
seen the removal of a telephone speaker since Cessaudiri’s onset, and the iPad, have  continued to perform 
well on the market.  
In the past year, Apple has sold 20 million iPads and iPhones, with Toshiba following suite, selling 15 million.  
Steve Johnson, a developer at Apple, signed that text-to-text communications have become increasingly 
beneficial in the past few years, as it has become the main t way that our entire society — teachers, business 
professionals, families— communicate. In addition to voice-to-text, and standard keyboard strokes, sticky 
sensors are currently in development that can measure a mood and “put a user’s emotions” into words by 
measuring one’s blood pressure and pulse. It is set to be released sometime in the next ten years.  
“We’re really excited about this one,” Johnson signed. “It will really be a breakthrough in communication 
efforts in the post-Cessaudiri era. People realizing we’re adapting to the current condition of society. I just 
hope the consumers respond to it in a positive way.” 
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Classifieds 

WANTED! 
American Sign Language 
Teacher 
(Female preferred) to teach our 
four, five and seven-year-old 
children, and us, basic signs. 
Pay is $25/hr. Please call 
212-800-8782 to inquire. 
Interviews to come. 
 
WANTED! 
American Sign Language 
Translator, Typist  
(M/F) to perform assistant-like 
admin duties for non-profit 
outreach program. Candidates 
who are “expert communicators” 
(fluent in ASL and CSL are 
preferred). Words typed per 
minute should excel 90.  
 
WANTED! 
Lip Reading Instructor 
NYC Park District 
To teach an hour-long class, 
M/W/F to residents of Cook 
County. Please inquire at Cook 
County Park District City 
Building, or call 312-476-9834. 
 
WANTED! 
Translator 
To offer translation on a 
variety of CSL videos that lack 
subtititles. 
Pay negotible  

Letters to the editor 
Can be sent to: 
 
The New York Herald 
1754 York Ave. #46-C 
New York, NY 10128 
 
We want to hear from you!  

  Dear Annie 
 

Dear Annie, 
I am thirty-five years old and have suffered a severe 
case of depression since contracting Cessuaudiri five years ago. My husband refuses to 
learn sign language, so I have not been able to include him in any communications, other 
than written. Our other interactions have really suffered, too. My younger children become 
extremely frustrated when I cannot hear them, even after five years of sign language and 
typing classes. I know that things were better than they once were, but after being able to 
hear for so much of my life, I’m becoming utterly depressed. I miss hearing my children’s 
voices. Their laughter. I miss the love that I used to feel for my husband, that we now 
pretend to share in cold silence. At this point, I’m hopeless. 
-Stressed and Confused 
 
Dear Stressed and Confused, 
It is a confusing time for all, and I assure you that you are not alone in feeling this 
way. I am constantly getting letters from other readers that directly mirror yours, and 
I even find myself feeling the same way at many points during the day. The most 
important thing you can do is keep a glimmer of hope that better times are on the 
horizon. Science and technology is ever-advancing, and the CCS is working hard to 
find a preventative measure so that future generations don’t have to suffer from this 
horrible disease.  
In the meantime, keep your head up for your husband and your children. Use touch 
as a way to connect with them, and use a bunch of happy emojis and loving words 
in all your written communication. Time is the biggest healer, and they are still 
healing (as are you). The best thing you can do is be there for them in any way you 
can. -Annie  

Editorial: Let’s not ignore those who 
could teach us the most... 
NEW YORK HERALD EDITORIAL BOARD | STAFF REPORT 
Five years ago, Cessaudiri swept the Earth, affecting nearly 7  billion men, women and children and 
creating the largest deaf community in our planet’s history. But, for as long as history has been 
recorded, there has been a deaf community on this earth, however small. Ten years ago, deaf people 
only comprised only 1 million, or .38 percent of the world’s population. Our predecessors learned to 
communicate using signs and the written word, even interpreting language from reading lips.  
But here’s the difference between us and them: 
They did not resort to crime, violence and drugs.  
They did not riot, destroy, and plunder. 
They did not wait for society to save them. 
They did not find scapegoats to blame.  
They did none of this. In fact, they made progress and lived their lives in spite of the fact that society 
was constantly reminding them that they were different.  
We, on the other hand, have acted in a way that is embarrassing to our humanity. It is okay to mourn 
our losses and look for hope, but in the process let’s not forget what we have. We have our families 
and friends, our education, and our desire to make sense of this disorder. And, perhaps most 
importantly, we have some experienced teachers at our disposal. 
Let’s not forget those who could not hear before Cessaudiri, and who continue to live their lives as 
they have always been lived.  Let’s learn from them and unite with them, as we experience the same 
hardships and complications that they have faced their entire lives. Let’s ask them how they cope, how 
they hope, and how we can advance the now glaringly visible deaf culture. 
We call on you, dear readers, to help with this. 
-The Editorial Board 

 
 


